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FROM THE PTA 

Wow, what an eventful month we’ve had!  

Turning Mr. Hebert into an ice cream sundae during the community meet-

ing  was the ultimate good time. There was so much laughter and Mr. Hebert 

was a great sport. The ice cream sundae event was even highlighted in the 

Farmington Voice.   

Our Jersey Mike’s fundraiser was a huge success. Then, jumping with STEAM 

was great. The kids had a ton of fun and the parents got to hang out and chat—

it was a win-win!  

We topped off the month  with an assembly with the Pistons. We danced, 

laughed, and had a shoot off between the teachers and students. The students 

won. Way to go Koalas!  The Pistons had a wonderful message about putting 

school first, practicing and sportsmanship. During the assembly our Koala 

mascot came out to hang with Hooper.  What fun! 

There is much more happening at Kenbrook in 2018! In January we are going 

to have our first ever Spelling Bee.  The Science Fair, coordinated by Koala 

parent Kim Sharplin, who is a science teacher, takes place in February. The 

theme is Crime Scene. Think fingerprints, footprints, blood analysis, etc. There 

will also be karate and dance after-school enrichments this winter, and a talent 

show and a sock hop in the spring.   

My mission is to make Kenbrook feel like a fun second home for our Koalas.  I 

would like to thank Melissa Churill and Danielle Ohm for helping achieve that 

goal. Melissa, who did outstanding work on the Reflections Competition, is 

always ready with a smile, a great creative idea, and a wonderful heart. Dan-

ielle, who coordinates STEAM, is always ready with a helpful hand, a bright 

idea, a camera, and positivity. I am so excited to have you two as partners.   

~Brandye 

DECEMBER/JANUARY CALENDAR 

December 22: Last day of PTA Membership Contest and Box Tops Collection 

December 22—January 2: Winter Break 

January 3: School resumes 

January 11: Movie, Milk & Cookie night, 6 PM 

January 15: Martin Luther King holiday, no school 

January 16: PTA Meeting, 7 PM 

January 18: Spelling Bee 

2ND & 3RD MATH       
PENTATHALON 

Hooray!  We have a coach 
for 2nd and 3rd grade Math 
Pentathalon!  2nd/3rd prac-
tices will be on Wednesdays 
from 6:30—7:15 PM starting 
December 13. 

We still need a coach and 
volunteers for our sweet 
Kindergarteners and 1st 
graders. If we don't find 
them soon, there won’t be a 
session for these two grades. 
Can you help? Contact Sarah       
at sarah.urbance@gmail.com. 

 

CAR LINE 

It’s getting cold! Please send 
our car line helpers a warm 
smile and thank you. Please 
also remember to be kind 
and courteous and to move 
all the way forward.   

We are always looking for 
more helpers. Contact me at 
Bcobb730@aol.com. 

 

FREE TUTORING 

FAAPN has free tutoring for 
grades 1- 12. Saturdays 9 am 
to 11 am at the Maxfield Ed-
ucation Center, 32789 West 
Ten Mile Rd. They are al-
ways looking for volunteers. 

 

PTA MEMBERSHIP 
CONTEST 

The PTA Membership Con-
test ends December 22. Join 
the PTA!  The class with the 
most memberships wins 
$250 for their classroom. 

 

PISTONS 
FUND-
RAISER 

Pistons fundraiser folders 
came home this week. For 
each ticket sold, $5 comes  
back to Kenbrook. Many 
more incentives are listed in 
the folder. 



BOX TOPS COLLECTION 
Keep clipping those Box Tops! They equal cash for Kenbrook. Remember to check 
those expiration dates; expired Box Tops do not count. The lucky Koala class with 
the most tops turned in by December 22 wins a hot chocolate and pj 
day. Questions? Contact Vikki at unagirl7g@gmail.com. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CONGRATS KOALABOTZ! 

2017-18               
PTA BOARD 
 

President:   

Brandye Cobb 

president@kenbrookpta.com  

 

VP Fundraising:   

Danielle Illyasov 

fundraising@kenbrookpta.com   

 

Treasurer:   

Andrea Marvin  

treasurer@kenbrookpta.com  

 

Secretary:   

Jennifer Williams 

secretary@kenbrookpta.com  

 

Membership:   

Natalee Topolewski 

membership@kenbrookpta.com  

 

PTA Council Representative:  

Neli (Cornelia) Kelley  

ptacouncil@kenbrookpta.com 

Downriver Robot Rescue On December 2nd, the rookie 
Kenbrook FIRST Lego League Team, the Kenbrook Techie 
Team, joined over 20 other teams at the Downriver Robot Rescue. After months 
of practice, hours of learning how to code, and innumerable tweaks to their ro-
bot’s design the Techie Team was seeing reasonably consistent results on the 
practice table. They initially struggled in the robot game portion of the competi-
tion, but they came back in the second half of the tournament to increase their 
highest match score 35 points!  Although the team did not advance to the semi-
finals, they did bring home the Judges Award, which is granted to teams that dis-
play unique efforts, performance or dynamics that merit recognition, or are “so 
close to winning an award that the judges choose to give special recognition to the 
team.”  

FSA Lego Fest  On December 9th, the three Kenbrook First Lego League Junior 
teams joined over 20 other teams from around the state at the FSA Lego Fest Ex-
po. Throughout the day, the teams displayed their talents with a variety of robot-
ics demonstrations and the Robot Garage sponsored a hands on WeDo coding 
workshop for event attendees. The Kenbrook teams each brought home an award.  
The Kenbrook Reapers brought home the Outstanding Teamwork Award, the 
Kenbrook Aqua Bricks won the Mater Programming Award, and the Kenbrook 
Koala Klashers earned the Aqua Adventure Award for their outstanding represen-
tation of this year’s theme in their poster and Inspire model. 

The PTA President and Sec-
retary need to be voted in. 
The vacancies came up so 
quickly at the start of the 
year that we didn't have time 
for a formal replacement 
process. We are both happy 
serving in our positions, and 
we would like to continue. 
However, if anyone wants to 
run, please notify the office 
within 30 days. Voting will 
be done by the two current 
board members. 

The November PTA Meet-
ing winners are Erika Eng-
lish and Ann Hinterman. 

The next PTA meeting is 
Tuesday, January 16 from 
7—8 PM in the Media Cen-
ter.  FREE babysitting! 

INCLUSIVENESS AT KENBROOK 
Hello Kenbrook Families!  I am Amanda Thielen, the parent of a special needs 
child at Kenbrook and an advocate of educational rights for all our children.  Our 
kids spend so much time at school.  It’s important not just that they learn and 
grow academically, but socially as well.  We want our kids to be accepting, empa-
thetic and inclusive, and that starts with us. 

I encourage all families to sign up for the Special Education listserv to receive 
information on upcoming meetings and workshops.  Even if you don’t have a child 
in special education, there could be valuable ways to learn how to speak to your 
children about differences among their classmates. 

Below are some upcoming dates to keep in mind:  

January Special Ed Parent Connect Meeting. 1/14/18 at 
Harrison High School in the Media Center. Please call the special 
education office at 248.489.3388 prior to the meeting RSVP. 

PTA Council’s Committee on Diversity and Inclusion Meeting. Date 
and place TBD.  This is a new committee that will work to empower our local 
school PTAs to advocate for students and families.  Please email me at 
amandamthielen@gmail.com for more information. 

Thank you for helping to make Kenbrook an inclusive environment! 

SPELLING BEE KICKOFF 
To kick off the Bee, we are having a Movie, Milk & Cookie night on January 11 at 6 
PM featuring Akeelah and the Bee (rated PG). Bring your blankie and wear some-
thing comfy! 

PTA MEETING 
NEWS 
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