
Kenbrook Elementary School 

 
 

PTA Meeting Minutes 

Mar. 12, 2019 at 7:00 pm in the Kenbrook Media Center 

 

Call to Order 

7:06 pm by President Brandye Cobb 

Members Present  

Erica Adams-Williams, Dawn Chmiel, Brandye (and Beau) Cobb, Erika English, Christine Ferguson, 
Ann Hinterman, Jamie Hobart, Dianne Ilkka, Danielle Ilyasov, Neli Kelley, Cherita Martin, Mindy 
Tache, Natalee Topolewski, Holly Wasilewski 

Secretary’s Report  

Jamie Hobart motioned to waive the reading of the minutes from the January meeting and to 
approve the minutes.  Second by Christine Ferguson.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Christine brought copies of the current budget.  We did really well at Jersey Mike’s fundraiser.  It 
was over $600.  We are still waiting on the check from California Pizza Kitchen.  We have been 
working on spending discretionary money.  There have been lots of smaller expenditures, but they 
are adding up. 

Question: How much money do we have left in the discretionary fund?  About $6,700.  

We took the leftover donations from the spare change drive (for furloughed government workers) 
and created a fund to help Kenbrook families with emergencies. 

Membership Report 

The recent membership drive was successful.  Phil Taucher, parent of a Kindergartener, won the 
PTA Member drawing for a $50 VISA gift card.  The two classes tied for having the most students 
from membership households were Mrs. Williams’ and Mrs. Riley’s.  They each had 50 percent.  
Their classes get a pizza party and a $50 voucher for the teacher for classroom materials. 

Principal’s Report 

Dr. Kaminski was unable to attend, but she sent comments with Mrs. Wasilewski, the teacher 
representative.   
 
Dr. Kaminski thanked the PTA for organizing another book fair.  It was a great success and the kids 
loved it!  She also thanked us for putting together a wonderful science fair.  There was a great 
turnout and the kids enjoyed it. The college volunteers were awesome and made a huge impact. 
The kids LOVED making slime to take home. 
 



 
 

Dr. Kaminski thanked the PTA for the generous support of the One School, One Book 
project.  Purchasing all the books for Kenbrook was so helpful and is truly appreciated.   
 
She announced that spring conferences are next week on Tuesday and Thursday.  These are done 
by invitation only.  If you have questions or concerns about your student and did not get an 
invitation to attend, please contact your teacher. 
 
Dr. Kaminski reminded everyone that Friday, March 15th is a half-day of school for the end of the 
trimester.  It is a teachers’ records day. 
 
PTA Council Report 

Neli Kelley attended the most recent Farmington Area PTA Council meeting.  Neli found the 
information on the Everyday Math Parent Resource Site to have the most relevance to Kenbrook.  
She passed around the site information.  The site is excellent for explanations and homework help.  
There are also games that go hand in hand with what children are learning in class.   

 Access to online games and resource book: https://clever.com/in/fpsk12 

 (login is student’s FPS Google account – choose McGraw-Hill app.) 

 Everyday Math (homelinks and parent letters): http://everydaymath.uchicago.edu/parents/ 

 

Teacher’s Report 

Mrs. Wasilewski, on behalf of the teachers and staff, thanked the PTA for their support for One 
School, One Book, for purchasing the books and the milk and cookies.  Also, the teachers love the 
new (reading) pillows in the media center.  They report that the students love using them.  Finally, 
the teachers always feel so supported by the PTA and appreciate, more than we can know, our 
generosity.  If they come to us with a need, we support it.  
 
Mrs. Schumaker sent her thanks for the pizza party, the wobbly chairs and the multicultural 
crayons.  She and the rest of the first grade team also thanked the PTA for paying for the bus for the 
upcoming field trip. 
 
The third grade teachers gave a shout out to the PTA for purchasing some really cool things for their 
classroom over the last month!  “The google dot is a super big hit, and Alexa feels like a new 
student to us!  We use her to check the weather, spell words during writing workshop, and play 
music during work time!  We are looking forward to getting our huge collection of books from 
scholastic that will promote and enhance our classroom library with culturally responsive texts! 
Also, to celebrate March is Reading Month all third grade classrooms are taking part in a Book 
Tower Challenge!  The goal is for each student to read 30 books from different genres.  It sounds 
like a lot of books but everyone is well on their way!” 
 

 



 
 

Unfinished Business 

There was no unfinished business. 

New Business 

Nominations for Vice President and Treasurer for 2019-2021 term.  Jamie Hobart briefly explained 
the process for a nomination.  Brandye Cobb nominated Natalee Topolewski for Vice President.  
Natalee accepted the nomination.  Brandye Cobb nominated Christine Ferguson for Treasurer.  
Christine accepted the nomination. 

Question: Do nominations need to be seconded?  They do not.  Anyone who wants to run can do 
so.  The members vote in the election at the April 9 PTA Meeting. 

Question: What will happen to Natalee’s current Membership responsibilities?  There are two 
options.  The Board can appoint a member to this position.  The Vice President position also has 
enough flexibility to accommodate membership activities. 

Roundtable Discussion/Committee Updates: 

Breakfast with a Loved One – Order forms went out last week.  Erika English and Brandye will do a 
tally at the end of each week.  Reminders will go out as the 22nd, the due date for orders, 
approaches.  Brandye suggested getting a sign up genius together. Erika will work on that.  (This was 
finished later in the evening.)  Mrs. Wasilewski said the teachers could send out the link by email.  
Can we add music?  Erika will work on it.  There were 200 bagels ordered last year, so there were 
probably close to 200 people in attendance. 

Spring Dance Party – The dance theme will be Hawaiian/Beach.  Mindy Tache wanted to know how 
she can spend money from the budget.  Christine gave her a handout.  J  J  J  Brandye reminded 
her to save all receipts.  Mindy should contact the Board with a list of expenses if she thinks she’ll 
go over budget.  Last year, the pizza came from Happy’s.  We got 38 pizzas (15 cheese, 23 
pepperoni), breadsticks and ranch for $209.  Even with 140 kids plus their parents last year, we had 
a lot of leftover pizza.  Get fewer pepperoni and more cheese this year; maybe get fewer pizzas as 
well.  Danielle will see if she can get the same pricing deal and follow up with Mindy.  Can we get a 
photographer for the photo wall?  Brandye will ask Mrs. Forester.  Maybe we could hand out raffle 
tickets (so we get a more accurate count of kids) and also raffle off some prizes.  Should Mindy 
make a flyer?  Brandye says YES!  Brandye will copy and distribute it.   

Zap Zone – no date yet.   

Cherita Martin asked if the PTA could bring shows (like theater productions) to the school.  If she 
finds interesting options, she should send the information to Brandye.  Jamie mentioned that the 
Michigan Opera Theater does youth productions; she had seen one at the Farmington Hills Library.  
Cherita said this was the same group for which she had seen information.  Brandye will look into it. 

Flower Sale – Dianne Ilkka is preparing for the sale.  The flyers go out in mid-April.  Orders are due 
at the end of April.  The flowers are tentatively scheduled for delivery and parent pick up on May 9.  
May 9 is the same day as 5th Grade Camp.  Dianne is not sure if the two events (camp and 
delivery/pickup) should be on the same day.  Jamie will try to get some information about camp to 
help Dianne make a decision. 



 
 

Chair/Committee Report suggestion – Ann Hinterman, who co-coordinated the wonderful Science 
Fair, suggested that each chair/committee make a binder (or a report) after they have finished their 
event and make it available to the next year’s chairs/committees.  This would make things a lot 
easier.  Jamie indicated that she, too, was thinking about this.  She offered to collect the 
reports/binders and make sure they got passed along. 

Teacher appreciation week – There was a little discussion around what happens this week.  
Generally, the chair/committee plans a week where children and families can do special things for 
teachers and staff each day (i.e. Monday – bring your teacher a poem; Tuesday, bring your specials 
teacher a card; Wednesday, bring a staff member a flower, etc.)  The PTA feeds the teachers and 
staff a nice meal or two.  The PTA also coordinates gifts.  Danielle Ilyasov asked Mrs. Wasilewski 
what the teachers would like to eat this year.  Several suggestions were made.  Italian might be a 
good option.  The teachers would like Brandye to please make the pudding dessert.  

Question: Lots of schools have international day; can we have one?  Mrs. Wasilewski said that at a 
previous school, they alternated each year between Science Fair Night and Multicultural Night, as 
both were large events.  The PTA will discuss this possibility.   

Announcements 

One School One Book Reading Night (March 13).  Please come to this event.  The teachers will read 
a chapter or two aloud.  There will be juice/water (the milk did not arrive) and cookies.  The 
children can do two activities: an individual project and a collaborative project.  

The PTA is getting started on the Variety Show.  Stay tuned for more details.   

Please see the list of upcoming events below. 

Adjournment 

8:01 pm by President Brandye Cobb 

 
Remaining 2018-2019 Kenbrook PTA Schedule of Events 

 
Mar. 13: One School One Book Reading Night 
Mar. 15: Half day 
Mar. 15: Formal Day 
Mar. 19 – 21: Parent Teacher Conferences 
Mar. 26: Breakfast with a Loved One 
Apr. 1 – 5: Spring Break 
Apr. 16: PTA Meeting, election 
Apr. 19: no school 
Apr. 25: Spring Dance, 6:30 pm 
Apr. 26: Flower Sale orders due 
Apr. 29: FA PTA Council Meeting 
 

May 1: Variety Show show&share TENTATIVE 
May 6 – 10: Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week 
May 7 – 9: BOGO Book Fair 
May 9: Flower Sale pickup TENTATIVE 
May 17: half day 
May 21: PTA Meeting 
May 24: half day (elem. only) 
May 27: no school 
May 29: Variety Show Rehearsal TENTATIVE 
May 30: Variety Show TENTATIVE 
Jun. 3: FA PTA Officers Planning Meeting  
Jun. 14: last day, half day


