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Koala Connector 
FROM THE PTA 
Whew! What a busy spring this has been. March Reading Month was a blast! The One 
Book One School night was a huge success. I am so thankful for the time and effort Mrs. 
Simpson and the Kenbrook staff put into this event. My favorite reading event by far 
was the popular Good Night Kenbrook program. If you’re not familiar, check out the 
links on our Kenbrook PTA Facebook page. Mr. O'Sullivan's rendition of Puff the Magic 
Dragon was my favorite. (I may have cried… just a tad.) Bravo Mrs. Schumaker for 
this fantastic idea, and thank you, Mrs. Loney, for your tireless taping and uploading.  

Then there was Breakfast with a Loved One. That was one packed event (there were 
nearly 300 bagels pre-ordered!), but it went seamlessly. Event Chair Erika English and 
her co-chairs, Suelen Girardi and Cristal Costello, did an amazing job! And then there 
was Zap Zone! Boy, do our grown-up Koalas love to have as much fun as the children! It 
was great to hear the kids’ laughter and see them light up with joy. 

League, we are quickly approaching The End of The School Year, but there is still much 
to be done. May is going to full of amazing events; the first week alone has three: the 
Flower Sale, the BOGO Scholastic Book Fair, and Teacher (and Staff) Appreciation 
Week. Appreciation week is a full five days of showering our teachers and staff members 
with extra love. Be on the lookout for a flyer with the details of what special things you 
and your children can do each to recognize and thank them for their ongoing dedica-
tion. Please also be on the lookout for SignUpGenius links for volunteer support. We 
need many hands to make these last events run smoothly. 

Our final event of the year will be the second annual Variety Show Extravaganza! I can-
not wait to see what our talented Koalas share this year!  

Finally, I want to thank all of our entire Koala family for your support for the PTA. I 
appreciate every time you find a moment to help or give encouragement. When I first 
came to Kenbrook, I didn’t understand the importance of the PTA or the time, planning 
and effort that PTA members contribute. But now I know that the PTA completes the 
Kenbrook family and that the PTA has a critical role in helping Kenbrook reach new 
heights. Thank you all who help us toward that goal. 

~Brandye 

APRIL / MAY CALENDAR 

Apr. 25: Spring Dance 

Apr. 26: Flower Sale orders due 

April 29: Show & Share (Variety Show talent preview), 4—7 pm 

May 3: Kindergarten Orientation 

May 6-10: Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week 

May 7-9: BOGO Book Fair 

May 9: Flower Sale pick-up day 

May 9: Fifth Grade Camp 

May 17: Half Day, no lunch served, dismissal at 11:40 am 

May 21: PTA Meeting 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to our Breakfast with 

a Loved One event chairs: Cristal 

Costello, Erika English, and 

Suelen Girardi! This year’s break-

fast was a lovely and well-

organized event; kudos for pull-

ing it all together! Thank you also 

to volunteers Jennifer Ellis, Kris-

ten Forster, Dianne Ilkka, and 

Neli Kelley! 

THANK YOU! 

Another big thank you to the 

Publishing Center, the group that 

publishes Koala keepsake pro-

jects. Thank you to committee 

members Gina Nagy, Alison 

Wagner, Jason Wagner, Erica 

Adams-Williams, Ken Williams, 

and especially Dianna Gabbanna, 

who coordinated the group’s ef-

forts. Thank you Dianna Gabba-

na, Ann Hinterman, Kismet Kel-

ley, Neli Kelley, and Karen Scher-

tel for assembling the Kindergar-

ten All About Me books.  Thank 

you all for creating a special me-

mento for each of the Kindergar-

teners! 

2019-20 CHAIR AND 

COMMITTEE MEM-

BERS NEEDED 

Have you enjoyed awesome PTA 

events this year? They were 

planned and coordinated by Koa-

la supporters just like YOU! 

Please consider helping us con-

tinue to offer amazing programs 

next year by becoming an event 

chair, co-chair or committee 

member. Just click on the link 

below to sign up. It's that easy! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0f44afad2ea0f49-201920 



“Though I do not believe a plant will spring up where no seed has been, I 
have great faith in a seed… Convince me you have a seed there, and I am 
prepared to expect wonders.” —Henry David Thoreau 

  

BEACH DANCE PARTY—APRIL 25 
Our spring beach-themed dance party is this week! Dig out 
your beachiest summer shorts, tees, sandals, and sunglasses 
for a fun evening of dancing and pizza. It might be a little 
chilly outside, but the sun will be shining in the Kenbrook 
gym! Mark your calendars for this free and fun annual event: 
Thursday, April 25 from 6:30 – 8:00 pm. 

PTA UPDATE 
On April 16, the PTA elected Na-
talee Topolewski to a two-year 
term as Vice President and Chris-
tine Ferguson to a two-year term 
as Treasurer. Minutes from the 
meeting are posted on the PTA 
website. The new Board members 
begin their terms at the close of 
the last PTA meeting of the year: 
Tuesday, May 21 at 7 pm in the 
Media Center. Please join us! 
Free childcare is provided. 

ANNUAL FLOWER SALE 
Spring is (finally) here! If you’re thinking of adding color and visual interest to your 
yard, consider ordering annuals from the Kenbrook PTA Flower Sale. These gor-
geous, high-quality plants come from a local greenhouse and will be ready for pick-
up just in time for Mother’s Day. Send your order form and payment to Kenbrook by 
Friday, April 26.   

Flower pick-up is Thursday, May 9 (note times on the order form). We need a hand-
ful of volunteers to help unload the truck and sort orders at 8:45 am. Look for the 
SignUpGenius if you are interested.   

Have a brown thumb? Consider donating to our Kenbrook Garden Fund to help us 
beautify the school. All Flower Sale profits help fund school activities and education-
al materials. 

VARIETY SHOW—SHOW & SHARE 
  All Koalas are invited to participate, individually or in duos,                             
  trios or groups, in the 2nd Annual Variety Show. Can you sing? 
 Dance? Tell jokes? Demonstrate a skill? Then we want you! To be in the 
 show, you only need to show us 90 seconds of your unique talent at the 
Show & Share on Monday, April 29, from 4 – 7 pm in the gym. Show & 
Share is not a “tryout.” It gives us the chance to create an exciting show order and 
publicize the depth of talent in the show.  
 
Dress rehearsal and show dates are TBD.  (No longer May 23 and 24.) 

BOX TOPS SPRING CONTEST ENDS MAY 3 
Our last collection is underway! Kenbrook earns 10 cents for 
every unexpired Box Top we submit. The PTA uses the money to 
support school activities and purchase classroom supplies. Tape 
or glue clipped Box Tops to the collection sheets, and submit 
Bonus Certificates in a baggie marked with your child’s name. 
Send in the sheets (full or not) by Friday, May 3.  The K-2nd Koa-
la and the 3rd – 5th Koala who bring in the most Box Tops will 
each win the opportunity to be Principal for a Day! Find more 
collection sheets at kenbrookpta.com.   

APPRECIATION WEEK MAY 6-10 
Kenbrook is fortunate to have incredible teachers and staff! Help us 
thank them for their dedication during Appreciation Week. Look for a 
flyer and Listserv announcements that identify something special you 
and your child(ren) can do each day that week.    

2018-19               
PTA BOARD 
 

President:   

Brandye Cobb 

president@kenbrookpta.com  

 

VP Fundraising:   

Danielle Ilyasov 

fundraising@kenbrookpta.com   

 

Treasurer:   

Christine Ferguson 

treasurer@kenbrookpta.com  

 

Finance Committee Chair: 

Darlene Williams 

treasurer@kenbrookpta.com  

 

Secretary:   

Jamie Hobart 

secretary@kenbrookpta.com  

 

Membership:   

Natalee Topolewski 

membership@kenbrookpta.com  

 

PTA Council Representative:  

Neli (Cornelia) Kelley  

ptacouncil@kenbrookpta.com 

BOGO BOOK FAIR MAY 7-9 
Our biggest and best BOGO Book Fair starts on Tuesday, 
May 7.  Buy one, get one FREE on a big selection of books, 
gifts, and posters! 
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