
Kenbrook Elementary School 

 
 

PTA Meeting Minutes draft 

Jan. 15, 2019 in Kenbrook Media Center 

 

Call to Order 

7:05 pm by President Brandye Cobb  

Members Present 

Brandye Cobb, Jamie Hobart, Danielle Ilyasov, Jen Loney, Dr. Kaminski, Erica Williams, Erika 
English, Heather, Natalie Tomlinson, Cherita Marin, Cornelia Bodea, Natalee Topolewski, Ann 
Hinterman, Christine Ferguson, Dianne Ilkka 

Principal’s Report 

Construction update: There are still a few items in progress, but the reconstruction project is 
almost complete.  The conference room in the main office has cabinetry and counters and is 
waiting on a projector.  The classrooms got some touch ups over the holiday break.  Students in 
3rd-5th hallway are having issues with the sinks that are related to drainage issues.  This issue is 
being addressed, as well as the playground flooding that occurs when it rains or snow melts.   

General comments: Most students have taken the winter NWEA exams over the last few weeks.  
There were far fewer technical issues this time around.  Reading and math groups will be 
refreshed based on the new data.  Dr. Kaminski thanked the PTA for the Pistons assembly and 
Science Fair assembly.  Keep sending children with snow pants. 

Formal presentation “Student Support Model”:  Dr. Kaminski shared how Kenbrook is a 
Targeted Title I School, and has been for at least five years.  Schools qualify for this classification 
based on the number of students who receive free and reduced lunch.  Targeted means we 
have certain percentage students who qualify for free and reduced lunch, but not enough 
students to be a Full Title I school.   

The Targeted Title I classification gives Kenbrook $70 – 120K per year to pay for specialized 
learning opportunities.  [The Title I funding comes with Title IV funding, which is for support the 
whole child.  For the past few years, the Title IV funding has been focused on STEAM activities 
at Kenbrook.] 

Although free and reduced lunch numbers determine which schools get funding, Kenbrook 
supports students based on need (no connection to free and reduced lunch).  Kenbrook 
determines each child’s level with a variety of methods: NWEA, F&P, EZ CBM, student work, 
teacher observations.  The bulk of the Title I funding pays for reading and math interventionists, 
who are entirely paid with Title I funds.  All of the Title I funding is spent on Kenbrook’s 



 
 

children.  A small amount is used for supplies, but the overwhelming majority goes toward 
enrichment and paying highly trained and qualified adults to work with children.   

All children at Kenbook benefit from the interventionists – even if they don’t spend time in 
person with an interventionist.  Reading and math groups are always changing because kids’ 
needs change. 

On a side note: there is a teacher shortage in MI, especially substitute teachers, and it is going 
to get worse.  On a weekly basis, there are not enough substitutes available to cover all 
Kenbrook classrooms.  We are fortunate that we have our highly qualified interventionists, who 
are already familiar with our children, who can be called to sub in a classroom.  When 
interventionists are subbing, they are paid by the district, not Title I funds. 

Membership Report 

Natalee reported that we haven’t had much membership activity since November.  We’re going 
to be starting a membership drive with some incentives.  

Secretary’s Report  

Jamie moved to waive the reading and approve the Nov. 27 general PTA meeting minutes.  
Second by Danielle Ilyasov.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Christine handed out an up-to-date budget.  We did get big Fun Run check, so we have a good 
balance.  There are some upcoming expenses.  We are helping the library get some extra 
seating (replacing the bench that went missing over the summer and some comfy reading 
spots).  We are also going to add a sensory floor in the hallway outside the library.   

Teacher’s Report 

Jen Loney represented the teachers.  She passed along a huge thank you for all the things the 
PTA does for the teachers and staff, especially assemblies.  Mrs. Franks wanted to say thanks 
for Box Tops award.  The teachers will work on getting their funding requests to the PTA. 

Unfinished Business 

In November, there was discussion about FPS emails coming out a day late.  Whatever 
happened with that?  The short answer is that no one knows, but the problem appears to be 
eliminated or greatly minimized. 

The last PTA meeting included discussion about the Kenbrook Listserv.  Lots of people agreed 
that the recent tweaks to the Listserv format are excellent and acknowledged that Anne really 
does a terrific job on the listings. 

 

 



 
 

New Business 

Science Fair – Ann Hinterman booked a company called Mad Science for a “Fire and Ice” Show 
for the Science Fair.  There will be some stations set up where children can do activities.  And, 
of course, we will display projects.  We are trying to promote the Science Fair and increase the 
number of projects.  There are binders with lots of project ideas that parents (and children) can 
look through.  In the past, the office has sold the tri-fold boards for a few dollars each. 

Buddy Breakfast – Erika had no official update, but indicated that the group of co-chairs has 
communicated.  They will be taking bagel cream, cheese, juice and coffee orders ahead of time, 
just like last year.  The breakfast is Mar. 26 from 7:30 – 8:15 am.  It was really full last year. 

The Board is seeking suggestions for spending discretionary funds.  We are generally required 
to spend the money raised each year within that year, unless we are planning for a large 
upcoming expense and except for funds reserved to kick off activities in the coming year.  Some 
suggestions included Norwex cloths for teachers, training for playground aids training, flexible 
seating in classrooms and/or library, boxes of expo markers and white board wipes, boxes of 
skin tone crayons.  Additional suggestions can be emailed pta@kenbrookpta.com. 

Roundtable Discussion 

Can we do anything for students/families affected by government shutdown?  Some families 
would not want to be identified, or perhaps wouldn’t feel comfortable asking for or accepting 
help.  Families can stay anonymous, but we want our Kenbrook family members to know they 
are cared for.  We will do a two-day loose change collection.  Families can identify themselves 
to the office or the PTA Board and share in some of the funds raised.  Unclaimed funds will be 
donated to a Farmington food pantry or similar support organization. 

The Spelling Bee was cancelled/postponed due to a lack of volunteers to plan and coordinate.  
If we get some volunteers, it will take place in the spring.  The workload to plan and coordinate 
is not tremendous, but it requires 2+ months of prep time, as there are several stages of the 
program, from each classroom identifying its top spellers, to the day of the event, and someone 
needs to be able to focus on the little steps along the way.   

Announcements 

Please see the list of upcoming events (listed below).  Someone pointed out that PTA meetings 
are not on the listserv calendar.  This has since been corrected.  Also, the dates below are 
primarily PTA events/dates.  The master calendar on the listserv has additional dates. 

Adjournment 

8:15 pm by President Brandye Cobb 

 
 

  



 
 

Remaining 2018-2019 Kenbrook PTA Schedule of Events 
 

Jan. 21: MLK Day, no school 
Jan. 23 – 27: Jersey Mike’s fundraiser 
Jan. 25: half day 
 
Feb. 4: FA PTA Council Meeting 
Feb. 6 – 8: Book Preview 
Feb. 12 – 14: Book Fair 
Feb. 15: half day 
Feb. 18 – 22: Break 
Feb. 25 -27/8: Preview for Science Fair 

(during day, class presentations) 
Feb. 28: Science Fair, 6:30 pm 
 
Mar. 12: PTA Meeting, nominations 
Mar. 15: half day 
Mar. 19 – 21: Parent Teacher Conferences 
Mar. 26: Breakfast with a Loved One 
 

Apr. 1 – 5: Spring Break 
Apr. 16: PTA Meeting, elections 
Apr. 19: no school 
Apr. 25: Spring Dance, 6:30 pm 
Apr. 29: FA PTA Council Meeting 
 
May 6 – 10: Teacher/Staff Appreciation 

Week 
May 7 – 9: BOGO Book Fair 
May 17: half day 
May 21: PTA Meeting 
May 24: half day (elem. only) 
May 27: no school 
May 29: Variety Show Rehearsal TENTATIVE 
May 30: Variety Show TENTATIVE 
 
Jun. 3: FA PTA Officers Planning Meeting  
Jun. 14: last day, half day 

 
*************************************************** 

 
Kenbrook PTA Meetings  

• Mar. 12 (elections), Apr. 16 (elections), May 21 
 
Farmington Area PTA Council 2018 -2019 Dates 

• February 4, 2019: General Council Meeting, 7 pm 
• March 4, 2019 - PTA Founders Day Dinner - 6:30 - 9 p.m. at Glen Oaks 
• April 29, 2019: General Council Meeting, 7 pm  
• June 3, 2019 - Officers Planning Meeting - 5 p.m. -Maxfield Education Center  


